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Artist Zhang Dali has highlighted the rapid
social changes sweeping through China with
a provocative mix of graffiti, photography and
sculpture. In 1989 he first painted the stylized
head image that would prove to be the keystone
of his most famous creation. Later, Zhang
returns to the heads and chisels out portions
of them. These voids offer a new perspective
on the changes sweeping through Beijing as
its leaders bulldoze traditional neighborhoods
to make room for modern apartments and
shopping malls. Throughout his career, Zhang
has aimed to document the changes sweeping
through Chinese social culture and highlight the
effects of globalization on the fringes of, and
most vulnerable groups in, society. His work has
aimed to open a discussion with his compatriots

about these issues.
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