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The Subject Matter Research and "Type" of Chinese
Opera Oil Painting in the New Century — Taking the

National Art Exhibition as the Investigation center
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Abstract: The development of Chinese Opera oil painting
in the new century presents a prosperous trend. Taking
the last four the National Art Exhibitions as the center
of investigation, its subject matter is divided into five
categories, namely, the performance of Chinese Opera
actors in front of and behind the stage, folk stories and

historical events of Chinese Opera, the scene atmosphere



| 128 | September, 2024 CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS Vol.152 No. 5

of Chinese Opera performances, the deconstruction and reconstruction of the visual elements of
Chinese Opera and the pan-Chinese Opera subject matter, which forms a solid foundation for
the development of the typology of Chinese Opera oil paintings. Chinese Opera oil painting has
broadened the language form and development path of Chinese oil painting nationalization in
terms of theme expression, and developed the artistic spirit of “expressing the inner essence”
in terms of character and meaning. At the same time, as a cross-media and interdisciplinary
product, Chinese Opera oil painting is of great significance to the inheritance and dissemination
of Chinese Opera art, and has unique aesthetic value to the development and innovation of
Chinese Opera Scenography. However, Chinese Opera oil painting also has some problems
and challenges in terms of subject matter and performance, exhibition effect and scale. To
explore the visual aesthetic resources of Chinese Opera art and to promote the contemporary
development of Chinese Opera culture and oil painting with Chinese characteristics, it is
fundamental to keep the right and innovate.

Keywords: Chinese Opera oil painting; subject matter; typology; the National Art Exhibition
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