Two notions must be distinguished: abstract and

non-figurative. Abstract is not to negate, but to

generalize the concrete, thus it applies better

to Chinese painting which is an abstraction

of nature. Non-figurative, however, means the

negation of figurative. And abstract painting in the

west is indeed a reaction against the traditional

figurative. We can see in western art history

the correspondence of tradition, modern and

[7()\‘//770{]{‘177 with figurative, non-figurative and re-

figurative.
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