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The First Chinese Artistic Theorist to Write the History of Fine Arts: A Probe into Jiang Danshu’s

Aesthetic Education Thought——The Series Studies of Chinese Modern and Contemporary Design

Education Pioneers
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Abstract: This article aims to analyze and study the evolution of Jiang Danshu’s
aesthetic education thought, and he is an art educator in China. By studying Jiang Danshu’s
educational experience and related academic documents, this article analyzes four stages of
the evolution of his aesthetic education thought, summarizes and concludes that his aesthetic
education thought has also completed the evolution from traditional to modern, from beautiful
to practical, and from practical to educating people in the teaching practice from poetry,
calligraphy, etiquette and music in private schools to painting and crafts at school, then to
art academies. Finally, the educational proposition of harmony between China and the West
with the combination of science and art has formed. In this process, Jiang Danshu’s in-
depth research in teaching practice, book writing and other aspects filled the gap in modern
art education theory in China, formed a unique and perfect manual labor education thought,
emphasized the arts and crafts education, and laid the ideological and theoretical foundation
for the establishment of modern art design education in the 20th century in China.

Keywords: Jiang Danshu, aesthetic education thought, drawing handwork, college of

Fine Arts, the harmony of Chinese and Western
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