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Enriching Urban Branding through Creative Light and Shadow
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Abstract: Cities embody the concentrated expression of human cultural spirit, and

urban culture constitutes a pivotal component of contemporary human civilization. It not only

represents a city’s historical heritage and allure but also mirrors its cultural consciousness and

self-confidence. As Cultural scholar Lewis Mumford aptly noted, “Culture is the lifeblood of

the city” "' . In modernized urban settings, light festivals have evolved into essential platforms

for showcasing a city’s visual culture. They play a constructive role in enhancing a city’s

image, attracting tourists, and promoting cultural tourism. Light festivals have become an

effective means for urban brand development. This paper primarily focuses on the Guangzhou

International Light Festival while incorporating insights from other exemplary cases. It

conducts a comprehensive analysis of the creative requirements of light festivals across five

key dimensions: ambiance, interaction, empathy, co-creation, and communication. This paper

explores how light festivals, through the amalgamation of art and technology, serve as vessels

that encapsulate and reflect the lifestyle and human spirit of a city, thus bestowing a spectrum

of colors upon the urban canvas.

Keywords: light festivals, urban branding, ambiance, interaction, empathy, co-creation,

communication
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