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Discerning Treasures: A Study of Chinese Calligraphy
and Paintings in the Collection of Kikujird Takashima
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Abstract: Kikujird Takashima is a renowned industrialist,
calligrapher, and seal engraver in modern Japan, who had
a passionate interest in collecting Chinese paintings and
calligraphy. His collection, known for its large quantity,
diverse types, and high quality, is famously associated with
the “Kai-an Residence.” This paper focuses on the “Takashima
Collection” at the Tokyo National Museum, systematically
organizing and examining the specific details and processes
of Takashima’s acquisitions, including the main timing,
locations, prices, and previous owners of these artworks. By
exploring Takashima’s motives and reasons for collecting
Chinese paintings and calligraphy, the study aims to glimpse

the shift in modern Japanese taste in appreciating Chinese
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paintings and calligraphy from the “sencha interest” to a trend
of collecting “newly arrived foreign goods.”
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The Research on Image-texts Relationships in Sung
Books
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Abstract: The Sung Dynasty was the golden age of
woodblock printing in the history of Chinese books
development. The image-text relation of the Sung Books
started the illustration narrative tradition of the supremacy of
pragmatism in traditional Chinese books. This study explores
the image-text relation of Sung books from three aspects:
form, function and value. The cognitive mode and visual
experience of Sung Books are important parts of traditional
Chinese aesthetic psychology and Chinese books design.

Keywords: image-text relation, visual communication, book

design, Sung Book
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