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Interview: Diana Thater in conversation with Stan Douglas

Abstract: Stans Douglas’ photography and Installations since the late
1980s has been a central issue in conversation between Douglas and Diana
Thater. Influenced by Samuel Beckett, Douglas regarded video installations
and photography as codes formed by special technical and social contexts. He
inquired the prejudice of the language and reconstructed the meaning of it.
In his early work Television Spots (1987), Monodramas (1991), he reflected
the impact of commercial television on people’s cognition. Then, In Hors-
champs (1993), Evening (1994) and Nu-tka-(1996), he presented the absence.
On the one hand, he focused on the impact of media on people’s recognition,
exposing the penetration of the media on collective memory. On the other
hand, he concentrated on the failed utopia of modernism, criticizing identity
issues such as race and identity through reshaping historical events.

Keywords: Stan Douglas, the media, subjectivity, failed utopia of

modernism
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