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The Entanglement of “Globalization” and “Localization”: 10-Year Movement of

Chinese Contemporary Art
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Abstract: For the recent 10 years, Chinese contemporary art has got involved in the
wave of globalization. With the increasing comprehensive power, improving international
status and raising of international profile, China’s identity anxiety has grown. In the
seemingly diversified and fragmented spectacle, the communal undercurrent has been
flowing. The group participation of parallel exhibition of La Biennale di Venezia has
represented the collective aspiration ritually that Chinese contemporary art confirmed
their subjective presence in the globalization times. In response, "re-chinization" has
become a trend driven by some critics and an option for the creation of many artists, and
has been featured in the theme settings of a series of large-scale exhibitions in China. At
the same time, influenced by the concept of "glocalization", Chinese contemporary art
has launched the local practice at both macro and micro levels; the former adhered to
"re-chinization" and the latter connected with "art village construction". With the artistic
rural constructions, questions like "whose artistic rural construction" came into being.
In the fierce debates, the "globalization" and "localization" of two-way convection have
accepted the influence of Chinese native history and was replaced by traditional and
modern dialectics. As a result, "re- chinization" and "re-modernization” are getting closer

and closer, at the moment when they strike sparks, the value of Chinese contemporary art

Keywords: glocalization, cultural identity anxiety, re-chinization, artistic rural
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