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“Mohamed Ahmed Ibrahim: Between Sunrise and Sunset”

—— The National Pavilion UAE of The 59th International Art Exhibition at la Biennale di Venezia 2022
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Abstract: The National Pavilion of the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
“Mohamed Ahmed Ibrahim: Between Sunrise and Sunset” was curated by Maya
Allison, Executive Director of The New York University Abu Dhabi Art Gallery,
the exhibition presents a major new work by Emirati artist Mohamed Ahmed
Ibrahim

a room-filling sculptural form made up of 128 abstract and organic
elements. The new work resonates with La Biennale’s theme The Milk of Dreams,
which focuses on the connection between bodies, the earth, and metamorphosis.
Ibrahim’s sculpture clusters human-sized, tree-like forms to fill the exhibit space.
The commissioned artwork is derived from the artist’s deep connection to the
physical environment of his hometown of Khor Fakkan — a city at the edge
of the rocky Al Hajar mountains where they meet the waters on the east coast
of the Emirate of Sharjah in the UAE. The title, Between Sunrise and Sunset,
refers to his experience of the light there, where the mountains cast the town in
afternoon shadow, obscuring the sunset on the west coast of the UAE. The color
of the sculpture shifts from bright playful colors and forms to subdued black and
white elements, and suggests undulating movement of bodies, mutation, and
metamorphosis. The artist created the work from raw papier-maché and natural
materials including dirt, leaves, tea, coffee, and tobacco.

Keywords: la Biennale di Venezia, UAE, cultural landscape
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